A NEW BLATTOJI) FROM THE CRETACEOUS FORMATION 
OF NORTH AMERICA." 


By Anton IIandliksch. 

Adjunct ('unitor of (he Jioijnl Imperial Xutural Hist or if Museum, ] iemui, .1 usfriit. 


During the .summer of while memhers of the F. 8. Geological 

Survey were investigating the dudith River beds of the Fpper Cre¬ 
taceous of Montana, the following very interesting blattoid was 
discovered: 

STANTONIA, new genus. 

STANTONIA CRETACEA. new species. 

Desertj>tion. Front winy - ( d nun. long, nearly elliptical, and three 
and one-third times as long as wide. Costal area reduced, reaching 
two-fifths the length of the winy, and without distinct veins, lancet 
shaped. Radius extending in an almost straight course to the tip of 
the wing and with its eight more or less compound branches, which 



are directed obliquely forward, taking up nearly half the surface of 
the wing. Parallel with the radius runs a second principal vein, from 
which three simple and two compound branches are sent off backward, 
part striking the apical border and part the inner margin. I am not 
in a position to determine whether these veins pertain to the media 

^Translated from the German by Lucy Peck Bush, librarian and assistant, geo¬ 
logical department, Yah* Pniversitv Museum. 

Proceedings U. S. National Museum, Vol. XXIX—No. 1439. 

Proe. N. M. vol. xxix — 05 - 40 t'55 







mot eedixos of the satmsal museum. 


Vo I,. X XIX. 


656 


and the cubitus or only to the latter; still it seems to me the most 
probable that the first four veinlets belong to the media and the last 
six to the cubitus. Or, is it possible that the media has entirely disap¬ 
peared? The anal area is long and narrow, three and one-half times 
as long as high, and occupies almost two-tifths the length of the wing; 
its veins run parallel with the posterior margin, and nearly all end on 
the suture. The veins are remarkably stout. I was not able to dis 
tinguish accessory or cross veins. 

This highly specialized blattoid form is the first that has been found 
in the Cretaceous formation, and may well be regarded as the type of 
a distinct family. 

IFolotype. Cat. No. 35381), U.S.N.M. 

Locality .—The genus is named in honor of Dr. T. \Y. Stanton, of 
the U. S. Geological Survey, who collected the type specimen in the 
Judith River beds of the Upper Cretaceous, at Willow Creek, Mon¬ 
tana, where it was found associated with the fossil plants described by 
Dr. F. II. Knowtton in Bulletin No. of the l\ S. Geological Survey. 



